SHUE MURDER STORY 


The Greenbrier Ghost story has been told unnumbered times 
It has appeared in local newspapers. It has been printed in many de¬ 
tective story magazines. It has been told in mystery quarterlies. It 
has been included in many hard-cover anthologies. And how many thou¬ 
sands of times has the sobering tale been passed from teller to listener 
by word of mouth? 


Was it a ghost? Or, was it all a dream had by a bereaved mother 
who refused to believe thather beloved daughter had died a natural death? 
Science may never know the answer. But a jury of Greenbrier dwellers 
and a respected judge heard testimony which convicted a man of murder 
and sent him to prison for life. The ever-growing testimony began, how¬ 
ever, when a supernatural entity—or a dream—came to Mrs. Mary J. 
Heaster, who caused the authorities to act in the bizarre case. 


Herewith is the reported sequence of events in one of the stran¬ 
gest cases ever to come before the American bar: The time was the au¬ 
tumn of 1896. A strong and hearty blacksmith named Edward S. Shue 
had recently moved from Pocahontas County into Greenbrier County, and 
had begun working in a blacksmith shop owned by James Crookshanks 
and located a few miles from Lewisburg. 


Shuewas 35 at the time. having been born in 1861, at Mount Solin, 
irginia. Although the brawny newcomer had already had two wives 
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Shue residence later The blacksmith came back after*a^riod 0 1°.^* 
and urged that Anderson do the chores as soon as possible. 

Finally, at one o'clock Anderson went to the Shue house. The 
place was closed. The suddenly-frightened youth saw a trail of blood 
on the porch, and gettmg no response to his repeated knocking on the 
door, he cautiously opened the unlatched entrance and slowly walked 
through the kitchen, still following the trail of blood, which led him into 
the dining room. Here on the floor lay the cold stiff body of Zona 
Heaster Shue. 

When the terrified boy rushed home to tell his mother of his 
discovery, she went to the Shue home. Anderson ran down the road to 
the blacksmith shop where Shue was at work, and told him the news. 
Shue gave a loud outcry and rushed homeward. The lad ran then to 
bring Doctor Knapp. 

When the doctor arrived to examine the young woman, he found 
that the husband had placed her on a bed, had dressed her in an outfit 
compiete with a high stiff collar, and had then wrapped a scarf around 
her neck. Shue held her head continuously, until the doctor completed 
the examination and pronounced Zona dead of a heart attac . 

Next morning Zona's body was taken to the 
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casket, but stood guard at the hea o , s head Thc tu rial was 

and other materials on either side of the P ^ (he side of a bleak 
made on a dreary Monday, in the little * am ‘* P buried. But events 

mountain. Zona Heaster Shue was dead. She was 

were building toward a new climax. 

Mary Heaster never did believe th«Z^had d^ed a,natur 

death. Too many things seemed to po.n God tQ give her the 

mother prayed for days after the ^"f^she saw Zona standing by 
true answer. Then one night near 1 i 

th ' bed " eptical, when she 

Mary Heaster's neighbors ^"J^ueled the mother's over¬ 
told the story of dead Zona's return- e wished-for drean 

wrought condition had brought on a 
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Mary and Johnson Heaslcr went to Lewisburg and talk 
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THE GREENBRIER GHOST 
Shue Murder Story 


THE FIRST NIGHT 

MARY J. HEASTER (Mother of ZonaHeaster Shue) is lvinc in 
ing that her deaddaughter 

cause of the pretty girl's recent sudden death The 
praying has been going on for an hour. All at once 
the mother turns and sees her dead daughter stand¬ 
ing beside the bed. The mother puts out her hand 

ZONA .stands looking ather mother for a time, hesitates 

as if about to speak, and then disappears. 


THE SECOND NIGHT 


MARY J. HEASTER is again praying for the dead girl to reappear and 
reveal the manner of death. Suddenly Zona appears 
and stands near the mother. 

ZONA.talks with her mother, Mary, and begins telling of 

the action leading to the grisly ending. She does not 
finish the story, however, before fading away into 
nothingness again. 


THE THIRD NIGHT 


MARY J. HEASTER is once more praying for the dead Zona to return 
and finish the story. The girl comes back for a 
third time. 

ZONA.continues the tale of how a charming bride had met 

a violent end. But the harrowing details have to be 
told later, for the story-teller once more dissolves 
into nothingness. 








WHERE ZONA SHUE WAS MURDERED 












THE FOURTH NIGHT 


MARY J. HEASTER hasnotyet given up her continual pra> ing. After the 
prayer has gone on for a time. 7 on., appears to her 
lor the last time. 

ZONA *.finishes the whole chilling story of how she was mur¬ 

dered by her blacksmith husband of a few weeks. The 
girl spares no details, even describing the house in 
which the killing took place, a dwelling the mother 
had never seen. Zona is specific about :he method 
used by the murderer. "He seized each side of my 
head with his hands, and by a sudden twist dis¬ 
located my neck. " 




















Among the things Zona told her mother-according to the tes¬ 
timony—was a complete description of the Shoe residence and surround¬ 
ings, a description of the place where the blood was found in the dining¬ 
room, and a wish that the mother search a certain spot behind a loose 

board in the cellar. 


Most dramatic was Mary S. Heaster's testimony as to why the 
girl died and the manner of her death. It appeared that the blacksmith 
had come home from the shop that evening, seemingly in an angry mood. 
He berated Zona because she had not prepared meat for his supper. She 
replied that they had plenty of good things on the table, enough to make 
a fine meal. 


Zona said, "He got up and started toward me.. . 


Nothing could shake the mother's story. The damning evidence 
kept piling up. In the end the jury believed that murder had been done. 
Edward S. Shue was convicted. He was sent to The West Virginia State 
Penitentiary, where he died eight years later. 


Left homeless after the tragedy was Shue's pet dog,l er k* '■'•^ich 
was adopted by Mrs. Ellen Ocheltree, who lived in the Chesnut Fla area 
north of Lewisburg. Perk lived to an old age with his new owner. 


Was a man convicted by a ghost? Was it a dream? Could ^ it have 
■een an hallucination caused by an overwrought min ‘ ° ° ne . o{ 
sure of the answer. Was a murder actually commi 
'feenbrier County citizens said yes. 
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frequently visited Mrs. Zona (Ileaster) Shue died in the 
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t are looking for- antiary, and her body was taken out 
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teahouse will be State’s Attorney for the county, Mrs. 
eek ami his goods Shue’s body was exhumed and a post 
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tr room with his by Drs. Knapp, Rupert and Houston 
and W. Rake MeClung, Shue being present and sum- 
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Mr. Grow will Doctors we learn that the examination 
clearly disclosed the fact that Mrs. 
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cold embrace of death, 
health had not been good 
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The EnrtliquMkc. 

A Tazewell, Va., lawyer, wbo was at¬ 
tending Court at Pearisburg, Giles 
county, at the time of the recent earth¬ 
quake, thus describes the occurrence 
there, which seems to have been the 
center of the seismic disturbance : 

“ Imagine the sharpest peal of thun¬ 
der you ever heard nearest you, then in¬ 
crease this crash three-fold and you 
have some idea of the actual noise; 
sharp, strong and appalling. It seemed 
that the rock strata under the old 
town was being crushed to powder by 
I some mysterious agency, and the noise 
was as great as if it were all grinding. 
The earth rocked, the buildings trem¬ 
bled, and that daft or crazy feeling that 
seizes one when awful and uncontrolla¬ 
ble dangers are about, caught every 
soul. The houses cracked and reeled ; 
the bricks ilew from off the houses; 
riding horses secured to the racks about 
broke loose and fled and neighed ; the 
dust arose from the rolling earth and 
trembling houses like the sweep from a 
simoon; men in maudlin craziness 
counselling coolness waltzed in each 
others arms ; others leaped fences and 
held their hands oyer their heads ; wo¬ 
men screamed and fled with their little 
ones ; and children cried and ran around 
aimless and helpless.” 
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TIip State vs. E. S. SUue. 

The eyidence in this case was con 
em the I eluded yesterday morning and the ar- 
in, and gument begun in the afternoon, after 
the instructions had been given to the 
jury by the Court 
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rests its case for a conviction wholly 
on the circumstances connecting the 
accused with the murder charged 
The evidence of the medical experts 
Dr. Knapp and others, who conducted 
the post mortem examination, makes i 
Quite clear that Mrs. Shue did no 
commit suicide. The post mortem 
made it clear that her neck had been 
1 Jl, ‘K dislocated, but there was no mark upon 
n< fed ,JRr person or other evidence to show 
that she had subjected herself to an\ 
sort of violence. Her body was fount 
■»y the negro hoy, sent to the house b\ 
Sliue, about II o’clock in the morning 
Mud when Dr. Kttupp reached the house 
aii hour or two luter, It was quite coh 
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OMite to suow tiiitb ouue Kiuea nis wile 
by dislocating her neck by some means 
the evidence does not disclose ; that he 
was the only person seen about or known 
to have been at the house that morn¬ 
ing prior to the time when his wife was 
found dead; that he requested Dr. 

[ Knapp, after he had resorted to the 
usual means;of resuscitation, to make' 
no further examination of the body : 
that he assisted in dressing the body 
and in doing so put around the neck a 
high collar and a large veil several times 
folded and tied in a large bow r under 
the chin ; that the head was observed 
by a number of the witnesses to be very 
loose upon the neck and would drop 
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from side to side when not supported : 
that Shue sent the negro boy to the 
house to gather the eggs, instructing 
him to go into the house, iind his wife 
and see if she wanted anything; that 
in his conversation and conduct, after 
his wife 's death, he seemed in good spir¬ 
its, and showed no proper appreciation 
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of the loss he had sustained ; that when 
summoned to the inquest anti post mor¬ 
tem out at Sewell he said to various 
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sum moned to the inquest and post mor¬ 
tem out at Sewell he said to various 
witnesses that he knew he would come 
back under arrest: that in speaking to 
a number of witnesses on the subject 
he always said he knew that they could 
not prove that he did the killing, &c.— 
So the connection of the accused with 
the crime depends entirely upon the 
strength of the circumstantial evidence 
introduced by the State. 

Shue was on the stand all Tuesday af¬ 
ternoon. He was given free rein and 
talked atgreat length ; was very minute 
and particular in describing unimpor¬ 
tant incidents ; denied pretty much 
eyerything said by other witnesses; 
said the prosecution was all spite work ; 
entered a positive denial of the charge 
against him ; vehemently protested his 
innocence, calling God to witness : ad¬ 
mitted that he had served a term in the 
pen ; declared that he dearly Joyed his 
wife, and appealed to the jury to look 
into his face and then say if he was 
guiltv. Ilia testimony, manner, &c., 

made an unfavorable impression on the 
spectators. 
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